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by working harder still, what did it matter to them?
Indeed some went further, and, quoting the inevitably
better days before the war, reminded themselves that
it was mainly the Germans who had been at work
among them then. It was not difficult to meet men
with patriotic reputations who frankly said, "Well,
perhaps my farm will be made to pay now, and I'd
have no objection to that." As for the poorer popula-
tion, it is wretchedly, and in the towns increasingly,
poor, and can readily be induced to resent exploitation,
to whomever this may be attributed. In those circum-
stances German propagandists enjoyed a tremendous
advantage last spring, for they were able to present
the new commercial treaty as a benevolent anti-
capitalist plan to cut out middlemen and foreign
investors and to bring the natural wealth of Roumania
into the very homes of the people. Dr. Funk made
various declarations to this effect,1 pouring scorn upon
the egoism of foreigners who lent capital in the old
conventional way; Germany (who in fact had no
available capital to lend) did not indulge in such sordid
financial transactions, she helped the direct exchange
of natural wealth, the product of labour. This kind
of talk delighted youthful circles; they forgot that
even in Mein Kampf it had been made fairly clear that
the natural wealth of countries like Roumania was to
be brought into the homes of the German people, and
inferior non-German races like Roumanians and Slavs
might have to be reduced to a "colonial33 standard of
living.2 In the minority districts like Transylvania,
Dobrogea, and Bessarabia, where people attributed
1  e.g., on March 30th, 1939, in Berlin.
2  See Mein Kampft 1933 edition, p. 767.